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or Rey Effranee,2 as he is called in the Arabic Chronicle,
was taken prisoner.3
De Joinville, biographer of Louis IX, recorded, as
we have said, minutely and at great length these great
events which he witnessed and in which he took part.
He spoke in detail particularly of how his saintly king
fell prisoner in the hands of the Muslims, which inci-
dent was related to him by Louis personally, as he
says in the course of his narrative.
The historian says: " The king told me how he
had left his own division and placed himself, he and
my Lord Geoffrey of Sargines, in the division that was
under my Lord Gaucher of Chatillon, who commanded
the rear-guard.
" And the King related to me that he was mounted
on a little courser covered with a housing of silk ;
and he told me that of all his knights and sergeants
there only remained behind with him my Lord Geoffrey
of Sargines, who brought the King to a little village,
where the King was taken prisoner; and as the King
related to me, my Lord Geoffrey of Sargines defended
him from the Saracens, as a good servitor defends his
lord, and every time that the Saracens approached he
took his spear and ran upon them and drove them
away from the King.
"And thus he brought the King to the little
village ; and they lifted him into a house and laid him
almost as one dead. Thither came my Lord Philip of
Montfort and said to the King that he saw the Emir
with whom he had treated for the truce and, if the
King so willed, he would go to him and renew the
negotiations for a - truce in the manner that the
Saracens desired. The King begged him to go and said
that he was quite willing. So my Lord Philip went to
the Saracens; and the Saracens took off his turban
from his head, and took off the ring from his finger in
token that he would faithfully observe the truce.
" Meanwhile a great mischance happened to our